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This semester we will be working through a famous coming-of-age novel as well as a selection of poetry. As we get to know each other the discussions involved in these sections will be a heavy part of your learning within the English classroom. Assignments will always be an extension of in-class discussions, as I will look for you to show the ability to connect ideas and analyze certain aspects of what we discuss at a deeper level. During the second semester we will work through a play and some language based activities. My expectation for this class is that each of you will become comfortable discussing literature openly as well as expressing personal ideas through writing in an organized fashion. The important thing to remember is that English Language Arts requires thought. I require each student to bring his/her ability to analyze and comprehend to each class period.

Course Overview:

First Semester
Novel- The Outsiders: 9 Weeks


Is a coming-of-age novel based in 1965[1] by S. E. Hinton, first published in 1967 by Viking Press. Hinton was 15 when she started writing the novel, but did most of the work when she was sixteen and a junior in high school,[2] Hinton was 16[3] when the story was published. The book follows two rival groups, the Greasers and the Socs, who are divided by their socioeconomic status. The story was actually based on a friend of Hinton's who was jumped for being a "Greaser," which upset her so much she went home that day and started writing "The Outsiders."


Narrative Poetry: 9 weeks


This section will encompass a variety of narrative poems. These poems will allow students to revisit previous knowledge of poems from last year as well as challenging them to think of poetry in a new and unique way. The work for this section will involve essays analyzing poems as well as several creative poetry assignments.
Second Semester
Play- The Diary of Anne Frank: 9 Weeks


The Diary of Anne Frank is a stage adaptation of the book The Diary of a Young Girl. The play is a dramatization by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett.

Language Based Activities: 9 Weeks


This section will involve areas of Language Arts not explored as deeply during the rest of the year such as giving persuasive or informative speeches as well as creative writing. Activities for this section will involve several projects in groups that will re-enforce communication skills as well as creative skills.
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This semester we will be working through a famous George Orwell novel as well as a selection of poetry. As we get to know each other the discussions involved in these sections will be a heavy part of your learning within the English classroom. Assignments will always be an extension of in-class discussions, as I will look for you to show the ability to connect ideas and analyze certain aspects of what we discuss at a deeper level. During the second semester we will work through a play and some language based activities. My expectation for this class is that each of you will become comfortable discussing literature openly as well as expressing personal ideas through writing in an organized fashion. The important thing to remember is that English Language Arts requires thought. I require each student to bring his/her ability to analyze and comprehend to each class period.

Course Overview:

First Semester
Poetry Anthology: 9 weeks


This section will encompass a variety of poems. These poems will allow students to revisit previous knowledge of poems from previous years as well as challenging them to think of poetry in a new and unique way. The work for this section will involve essays analyzing poems as well as several creative poetry assignments. 
Novel- Animal Farm: 9 Weeks

Animal Farm is a dystopian allegorical novella by George Orwell. Published in England on 17 August 1945, the book reflects events leading up to and during the Stalin era before World War II.

Second Semester
Play- Romeo and Juliet: 9 Weeks


This classic William Shakespeare play has an endless amount of themes and characters which will allow us to see past the famous love story as we look in to the deeper meanings of Shakespeare’s famous words. This section will involve written assignments as well as a presentation that will incorporate dramatic elements.

Language Based Activities: 9 Weeks


This section will involve areas of Language Arts not explored as deeply during the rest of the year such as giving persuasive or informative speeches as well as creative writing. Activities for this section will involve several projects in groups that will re-enforce communication skills as well as creative skills.
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This semester we will be working through a famous Chinua Achebe novel as well as a selection of African poetry. As we get to know each other the discussions involved in these sections will be a heavy part of your learning within the English classroom. Assignments will always be an extension of in-class discussions, as I will look for you to show the ability to connect ideas and analyze certain aspects of what we discuss at a deeper level. During the second semester we will work through a play and some language based activities. My expectation for this class is that each of you will become comfortable discussing literature openly as well as expressing personal ideas through writing in an organized fashion. The important thing to remember is that English Language Arts requires thought. I require each student to bring his/her ability to analyze and comprehend to each class period.

Course Overview:

First Semester
Novel- Things Fall Apart: 9 Weeks


This Chinua Achebe masterpiece is often compared to many of the Greek tragedies. During this reading you will be required to write several essays in-class as well as out of class. This term will involve heavy class involvement during discussions and analysis.  

African Poets Selection: 9 weeks


This section will encompass  a selection of a variety of African poets. These poems will allow students to revisit previous knowledge of poems from previous years as well as challenging them to think of poetry in a new and unique way. The work for this section will involve essays analyzing poems as well as several creative poetry assignments. 

Second Semester
Antigone: 9 Weeks


Antigonê (Ancient Greek: Ἀντιγόνη) is a tragedy by Sophocles written in or before 442 BC. Chronologically, it is the third of the three Theban plays but was written first. The play expands on the Theban legend that predated it and picks up where Aeschylus' Seven Against Thebes ends.

Language Based Activities: 9 Weeks


This section will involve areas of Language Arts not explored as deeply during the rest of the year such as giving persuasive or informative speeches as well as creative writing. Activities for this section will involve several projects in groups that will re-enforce communication skills as well as creative skills.
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This semester we will be working through a famous F. Scott Fitzgerald novel as well as a selection of poetry. As we get to know each other the discussions involved in these sections will be a heavy part of your learning within the English classroom. Assignments will always be an extension of in-class discussions, as I will look for you to show the ability to connect ideas and analyze certain aspects of what we discuss at a deeper level. During the second semester we will work through a play and some language based activities. My expectation for this class is that each of you will become comfortable discussing literature openly as well as expressing personal ideas through writing in an organized fashion. The important thing to remember is that English Language Arts requires thought. I require each student to bring his/her ability to analyze and comprehend to each class period.

Course Overview:

First Semester
Novel- The Great Gatsby: 9 Weeks


 Is a novel by the American author F. Scott Fitzgerald. First published in 1925, it is set on Long Island's North Shore and in New York City from spring to autumn of 1922. 

The novel takes place following the First World War. American society enjoyed prosperity during the "roaring" 1920s as the economy soared. At the same time, Prohibition, the ban on the sale and manufacture of alcohol as mandated by the Eighteenth Amendment, made millionaires out of bootleggers. After its republishing in 1945 and 1953, it quickly found a wide readership and is today widely regarded as a paragon of the Great American Novel, and a literary classic. Modern Library named it the second best work of fiction of the 20th Century.

American Poets Selection: 9 weeks


This section will encompass a selection of poems selected from a variety of American poets. These poems will allow students to revisit previous knowledge of poems from previous years as well as challenging them to think of poetry in a new and unique way. The work for this section will involve essays analyzing poems as well as several creative poetry assignments. 

Second Semester
A Street Car Named Desire: 9 Weeks


A Streetcar Named Desire is a 1947 play written by American playwright Tennessee Williams[1] for which he received the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1948. The play opened on Broadway on December 3, 1947, and closed on December 17, 1949, in the Ethel Barrymore Theatre.

Language Based Activities: 9 Weeks


This section will involve areas of Language Arts not explored as deeply during the rest of the year such as giving persuasive or informative speeches as well as creative writing. Activities for this section will involve several projects in groups that will re-enforce communication skills as well as creative skills.
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