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H.I.S French
French 7

About the Course

French 7 is a highly differentiated course designed to meet the needs of a diverse group of

students. Students in this course are in the process of acquiring the foundational tools they will need for continued success in the study of French.

The focus of French 7 is cultural as well as linguistic: students are encouraged to develop positive attitudes toward linguistic and cultural diversity while expanding their own individual language skills. Students in French 7 continue to develop the fundamentals of grammar and pronunciation and build vocabulary, while investigating French culture and francophone world. They review and learn to express more basic functions both orally and in writing. The course encourages students to develop their fluency and confidence by using French in reaching out to their families at home and to others within the school and the community.

Meeting the Needs of Our Students

Students at this level interested in one another and in issues of the world around them, as well as in their own developing identities. The daily-life lesson themes give students frequent opportunities to think and speak about themselves, while learning about the richness and variety of the multi-cultural French-speaking world. Many of the themes and topics which are explored in French class parallel and reinforce concepts students are investigating other areas of study; thus students in French 7 build skills that can be equally well used in social studies, language arts, or math classes.

Focus on Skills and Understandings

In the context of this French class students develop their oral and written skills through discussion and reflective writing. Students talk about the present, ask and answer questions, describe people, places and things, describe future plans, narrate past events, and describe people, places and things in extended description.

Topics for the Course

The year’s main topics are: money and shopping, getting around the city, home and furnishings,

sports, fitness, daily routine, clothing, appearance, leisure activities, music, entertainment,

vacation, travel, transportation, food and restaurants.

Assessment

Students are evaluated regularly as they progress through the course, through daily oral review, class discussions, and quizzes. Summative evaluations, which are the source of their grades, include unit tests, cultural awareness tests, listening comprehension performance tests, speaking performance tests, writing performance tests and multiple choice test items.

The text for the course is Nelson Thornes, Tricolore 2. There are audio cds for the course: Tricolore 2, audio cds, and activities books.

French 8

About the Course

This level 3 program allows students to practice real-life communication skills in French and exposes them to the culture typical of France and the French-speaking world. By comparing French language and culture with our own community, students gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the similarities and differences that exist between the two. Students are introduced to fundamentals of grammar, pronunciation and vocabulary. They learn how to narrate past events orally and in writing, and how to engage in longer communication exchanges. They begin to explain and describe daily events, expressing their opinions about them, reading and understanding a variety of texts and short stories and engaging in more spontaneous use of the French language.

Meeting the Needs of Our Students

At this level, students are interested in issues of the world around them, as well in as their own developing identities. Through their investigations of the history, customs and traditions of people who live not only in France but also in parts of Canada, Europe and Africa, students learn about a diverse and dynamic segment of the world community—and something about themselves as well.

Focus on Skills and Understandings

In the context of this French class students develop their oral and written skills through discussion and reflexive writing. Students talk about the present, ask and answer questions, describe people, places and things, describe future plans (simple description), narrate past events (simple narration), discuss daily routine (simple narration),and describe people, places and things (extended description).

Topics for the Course

The year’s main topics are greeting and meeting people, time and weather, family and friends, family relationships, food and restaurants, money and shopping, school and education, daily activities, getting around the city, describing oneself, possessions and their description, sport, fitness, daily routine, medical and dental care, leisure activities, music, entertainment, jobs and professions, helping around the house, and nature and environment.

Assessment

Students are evaluated regularly as they progress through the course, through daily oral review, class discussions, and quizzes. Summative evaluations, which are the source of their grades, include unit test, cultural awareness tests, listening comprehension performance tests, speaking performance tests, writing performance tests and multiple choice test items. 
The text for the course is Daniel Bourdais, Equipe Dynamique Foundation, with its associated audio Cds collection. We also use the Equipe Dynamique, Cahier d’activités workbook.

French 9-12 A

About the Course

At this level the overarching themes are Vive le sport! Chez nous, Soyez à la mode! Bonnes

Vacances, and Bonne route. Students learn to articulate their personal wishes and needs in detail by

describing and comparing their life to others’ orally and through narrative writing, using different tenses

to communicate more dramatically, and constructing conversation meaningful to their past, present and

future life plans. Students at this level focus on more challenging communication skills. Thematic vocabulary is reviewed and expanded along with the fundamentals of grammar and pronunciation. Over the course of the year, students enrich their vocabulary and develop strategies to improve their communication skills by reading, writing and role-playing to bring the language alive—which makes the language more relevant to them.

Meeting the Needs of Our Students

Students in French 9-12 A broaden their awareness of the breath of the French cultural heritage and the francophone world. Students at this level are discovering who they are, and can relate on a personal level about their own personal experience in a francophone country.

Focus on Skills and Understandings

Students develop their conversational and communication skills, acquiring new vocabulary through reading and discussion. Through writing and formal grammar study, students gain an understanding of how language works. While studying the diversity of the francophone world, students engage in critical thought while promoting cultural awareness.

Topics for the Course

Students in French 9/10 A discuss sports, fitness, daily routine, medical and dental care, home and furniture, clothing, vacations, transportation and personal appearance. They also read a wide variety of texts and stories. Students will be able to discuss reading materials appropriate for the level and understand the meaning behind short-stories, poems and other literature.

Assessment

Students are evaluated on an ongoing basis as they progress through the course. Assessments include

daily oral reviews, quizzes, unit test, cultural awareness tests, listening comprehension performance tests,

speaking performances test, writing performance tests and multiple choice tests.

The text for the course is Rosi Mc Nab, Métro 4 Rouge, a Cahier d’exercices and a collection of audio Cds. We also use Equipe Dynamique, Higher; Livre de l’étudiant and Cahier d’activités.

French 9-12 B

About the Course

French 9-12 B is designed to meet the needs of students with no previous experience in French, as well as those who have some knowledge but still require a sound review of the basics which will be reflected in basic conversation and formal written skills. The principle focus of this course is communication. Students are introduced to fundamentals of French grammar, pronunciation and vocabulary, and learn to express basic functions both orally and in writing. The course also introduces students to French culture and the francophone world. Students in French 9-12 B are encouraged to use French in reaching out to their families(if possible) at home and to others within the school.

Meeting the Needs of Our Students

Students at this level are highly sociable and deeply interested in issues of the world around them. This

course is designed to encourage them to share, in French, ideas about things that matter to them in their

daily lives, and to discuss the real world problems about which they are becoming increasingly aware.

Students also increase their global awareness through study of the richness and variety of the  multicultural French-speaking world. And the daily-life lesson themes encourage students to learn about one another, and to appreciate their classmates’ similarities and differences. As they progress through the program in manageable steps, students experience success in using the French language for communication, and can assess their own progress in authentic contexts.

Focus on Skills and Understandings

Students in French 9-12B learn to greet people and socialize, talk about the present, ask and answer simple questions, describe people, places and things, and talk about future plans through simple descriptions.

Topics for the Course

The year’s main topics are: greeting and meeting people, time and weather, family and friends, family relationships, food and restaurants, money and shopping, school and education, daily activities, getting around the city, describing oneself and home.

Assessment

Students are evaluated regularly as they progress through the course, through daily oral review, class discussions, and quizzes. Summative evaluations, which are the source of their grades, include unit tests, cultural awareness tests, listening comprehension performance tests, speaking performance tests, writing performance tests and multiple choice test items.
The text for the course is Rosi Mc Nab, Métro 2, 3 Rouge, a “Cahier d’exercices” and a collection of audio Cds. We also use Equipe Dynamique, Foundation; Livre de l’étudiant and Cahier d’activités.

Tes.co.uk presents a variety of engaging resources, from Web Quests to test preparation tools, all correlated to Métro and Equipe Dynamique.
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